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Bible Study Series: Based On the Book “Storm” 

by Jim Cymbala Beginning June 3rd in the Atrium 
 

Pastor Rick’s Introductory Remarks: 

The purpose of this study is to acknowledge the realities of the surrounding spiritual climate in these 

present days in which we live, and to encourage and to assist believers in maintaining a Christ 

centered, scripturally aligned, and spiritually empowered walk in “perilous times.” The church is 

never called to retreat but it is exhorted in God’s Word to be prayerfully vigilant and sober, seeking 

the advancement of God’s kingdom on earth as it is in Heaven. Scriptural literacy and spiritual 

discernment are vital as the authentic (Biblical) church must reside in the peculiarity of genuine 

Christlikeness. We must love in word and in deed. We must repent of those things which have 

hindered the advancement of God’s will within our personal lives, the corporate body of Christ, and 

in the surrounding elements of our current culture. 

There is Biblical Christianity and there is nominal Christianity. There is the authentic and the apostate. 

The word authentic means real, legitimate, true, original, and veracious. The word apostate means to 

renounce or to abandon. Today, in the name of “Christianity” scriptural principles are being 

renounced and abandoned in mass. We are not merely speaking of inconsequential issues, we are 

seeing the foundations of scriptural teaching being discarded in exchange for a friendlier less 

offensive Gospel. 

I personally believe that there will be two rising movements in the church world as we near the 

coming of Christ. There will be a strengthening of the authentic body of Christ, while enduring 

tremendous persecution and even martyrdom and massive exodus into the Apostasy that will be 

regarded as the Relevant Gospel, which seeks to repudiate those things which are seen as hindrances 

to the advance of religious agenda. 

The work is great and the opportunities are huge, but the wave of deception will violently seek to 

sweep those living on the fringes of the Christian faith into the rapids of pseudo Christianity is 

something that we must not ignore and must not take lightly. We must be prayerful, scripturally solid, 

and spiritually strategic in Christ. 

Marks of Authentic Christianity: 

- Peculiar. 

- Biblical. 

- Christ Centered. 

- Christ is Divine. 

- Christ-like love of others. 

- Love in word and in deed. 

- Compassion upon, and benevolence toward, the suffering. 

- Christ is the head. 

- Christ is the foundation of it. 

- Christ’s teachings are the life of this church. 
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- Being transformed into the likeness of Christ. 

- God is a triune God 

- He is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

- Holy Spirit is embraced. 

- Holy Spirit directed rather than man driven. 

- Spiritual impartation. 

- Scriptural inspiration and authority. 

- Scriptural criteria for evaluating all things. 

- Man is sinful and is in need of spiritual redemption. 

- Repentance and faith in Christ alone. 

- Salvation in Christ alone. 

- Seeks out all. 

- Kingdom focus. 

 

Marks of Apostate Church 

- Mainstream: The apostate church denies its own existence. 

- Takes great liberty in reinventing scripture, while providing new more relevant insight. 

- Man Centered. (It’s all about the way that man does church.) 

- Christ is not as Divine as we once were taught. 

- Un-Christ like love for self. 

- Humanitarian love. Social cause, activism (Not much room for God.) 

- Humanitarian aid without gospel. 

- Man is the CEO of the church. 

- The base shifts to align without whatever is deemed relevant. 

- Man’s philosophical perspectives are the main course. - Conformed to the image of the secular 

world. 

- God is a generic catch-all term (The man upstairs, higher power, pluralistic view of deity.) 

- Passion is confused for spiritual. (Spirituality is passionate, but passion without Christ centeredness 

in the name of Christ is deception) 

- Spirituality without the Spirit of Truth. 

- The Bible is a cumbersome and irrelevant and indecipherable book of mythology and superstition. 

(Its interpretation by those outside of the Biblical church is more accepted and trusted.) 

- The Scriptures can only be trusted when there is social consensus about their relevance. (It all 

depends on who believes it to be relevant.) 

- Man is essentially good. (There are now laws in place, criminalizing therapies or approaches which 

aim at helping people to abandon what the scriptures identify as depravity.) 

- Repentance is an offensive concept. 

- This church only seeks out the tolerant. 

- Salvation is a product of the narrow minded church. 

- Man’s kingdom is the focus. 
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2 Timothy 3:1-5 

3 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, 

lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 

unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, 

headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but 

denying its power. And from such people turn away! 

 
2 Timothy 3:12-17 

12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 13 But evil men and 

impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But you must continue in the 

things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 

and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 

salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good work. 

I encourage you to make a commitment to join us for this compelling study that will, at a minimum, 

challenge us to pray, to soul search, and to allow the Holy Spirit to ignite us with a Holy Passion and 

to direct us with real purpose. 

God has called and destined that His church should advance in Love and with a Victorious Spirit. Satan 

has other plans. Let’s make sure that we are on the right side of this last day’s conflict. 

STUDY SCHEDULE: 

June 3 - Chapters 1 & 2 - Storm Approaching; Tempest Within 

June 10 - Chapters 3 & 4 - Storming Heaven; Shelter from the Storm  

June 17 - Chapters 5 & 6 - A Light in the Storm; Wind and Fire 
 
June 24 - Chapters 7 & 8 - Into the Darkest Night; Watches and Warnings 
 
July 1 - Chapters 9 & 10 - A Song in the Dark; Storm Team 
 
July 15 - Good Old Days Parade 
 
July 22 - Chapters 11 & 12 - A Fog of Confusion; Escape from the Storm 
 
July 29 - Vacation Bible School Week 
 
August 5 - Chapter 13 - Coming On the Clouds 



Page 4 of 4 
 

Revelation 3:4-6 

You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with 

Me in white, for they are worthy. He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will 

not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before 

His angels. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

 

Ephesians 5:25-27 
 

25……… just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and 

cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a 

glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without 

blemish. 


