
Dear Church Family, 

We are living in unique and opportunity laden times. The scriptures identify the times prior to the return of Christ 

as being perilous times and such would certainly appear to be the case presently. We are more than 

strengthened in the knowledge of who we are in Christ and who He is in all things. We are not moved by fear 

but we are compelled to be prudent for the care of those entrusted to us within this local flock. 

There have been so many various perspectives, theories, scriptural analysis, projections, plans, and passions 

regarding the current situation with the pandemic. There does not appear to be any one central approach useful 

as a point of reference. Our leadership team has many different considerations to keep in mind in our prayer 

times and planning. As the leadership team, we have many things to consider for the congregants we serve. 

These things include: 

>  The encouragement of faith among our congregation members as opposed to fear, 

>  The implementation of practical wisdom as given to us by our Lord for the care of those entrusted     

    to us, 

>  Providing for the continued connection within the church body, 

>  Provision for discipleship for the entire church body, 

>  Providing for the safe gathering of all who worship at Bethel, and 

>  Protecting the church In all areas where liability may arise due to any perceived failure of due  

    diligence or negligence. 

I've heard ample opinions from politicians and those within the Christian community and I must say that they are 

all over the map and because of this, I have reached out to strong believers who are in strategic positions within 

the medical community. I asked these individuals to help us to develop a plan at this time for our church that 

covers the appropriate bases. These are strong, spirit-filled, committed believers who are gifted in serving the 

public interests with regard to medical interests. They include Tammy Black, Casi Black, and Barbetta 

Moffat. They have served as a health resource in the development of a plan for this latest chapter of the journey. 

They met Wednesday evening and put together a plan for safe gatherings at Bethel by way of a 2 1/2 minute 

video which is included at the bottom of this page. 

It is very important for us to keep in mind that the measures that we take may be an inconvenience to ourselves 

but they really serve the larger interests of those around us. I appreciate your support and as we attempt to move 

forward we know that this is but for a season. The plan would go into effect immediately. 

Another change that will go into effect immediately and, out of respect and concern for others, we are going to 

suspend the start of Sunday morning and Wednesday evening Children's Ministry and Nursery until September. 

We will continue to have one-hour services on Sunday morning from 9:45 - 10:45 AM and invite families to 

continue sitting together. We understand that there will be varying thoughts in regard to these changes, however, 

we are trying to take all things into consideration for the safety of everyone. 

Robin and I love you and thank you for your continued prayers and support. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rick 

Please make these scriptures a matter of prayer as you seek the Lord personally and for the church. 

 

All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for me, but not all things edify. Let 

no one seek his own, but each one the other’s well-being. [1 Corinthians 10:23-24] 

  

Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better 

than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests 

of others. [Philippians 2:3-4] 

 



CLICK ON THE PICTURE BELOW FOR AN UPDATE ON THE WEARING OF MASKS IN THE CHURCH. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQR0O8Y7ScA

